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Warbird Football 
RE: Departure of Zackery Bugg, owner of JAZ Diesel Services Bugg  
For Immediate Release 

 In August of 2022 local business owner Zackery Bugg, owner of JAZ Diesel Services agreed to 
come on as GM of the West Texas Warbirds after discussion with the ownership group.  The purpose 
of this move was to have a person in Odessa that could execute on the structure and vision already 
implemented by ownership.  On January 17th, Zackery Bugg, owner of JAZ Diesel Services surprisingly 
left the organization through a text message with no prior discussion of any issues he had with the 
ownership group or the vision/direction of the organization.  Earlier in January, Zackery Bugg, owner 
of JAZ Diesel Services informed the ownership group that this would be his only season as GM of the 
Warbirds as it was taking more time from his family than he originally envisioned, and he had other 
business opportunities that he wanted to invest his time into.  The week prior to his departure from 
the Warbirds, Zackery Bugg, owner of JAZ Diesel Services engaged in discussions with members of the 
Warbirds ownership group about wanting them to come on-board with one of the new business 
ventures he was pursuing.  So, to say that his departure was a surprise is a vast understatement.  It is 
even more surprising to hear of the opinions that have been expressed through recent releases on 
social media, and briefly on local news outlets.   
 
 As GM of the Warbirds Zackery Bugg owner of JAZ Diesel Services, had the autonomy and 
authority to control all aspects of the front office; the only time ownership was involved in the 
decision-making process was when they were asked to help at the direction of Zackery Bugg himself, 
or if a particular initiative was going to be over the allotted budget. This notion that any front office 
disarray is a direct result of the ownership group during, or after, Zackery Bugg’s time with the 
Warbirds is inherently false and unfounded.  Any perceived disarray in the Warbirds Front Office 
would have been the direct result of a lack of management and leadership at the GM level.  The 
organization was lucky enough to have systems and processes in place that we did not have much 
disruption in operations aside from normal transition.   
 

Ownership was then falsely and publicly accused of trying to be the owners of another team, 
effectively abandoning the Warbirds and focusing solely on the new team.  The NAL is actively 
pursuing expansion opportunities.  The Warbirds ownership is providing consultation to the proposed 
ownership group of another local market, and the Warbirds owners are not actively pursuing any 
ownership stake in this team.  This was explained multiple times, yet the aforementioned narrative is 
still being falsely circulated.  Having another Texas team in the NAL serves the league as whole, opens 
up further expansion opportunities for the league to add more teams in the area, and acts as a 
deterrent to other leagues expansion into the NAL footprint.  
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 Further to this point, ownership was again falsely and publicly accused of not caring about the 
local community or the youth.  The foundation and youth football league were part of the plan in 
2019 when the Warbirds were founded.  There is an implication that just because the ownership 
group is not from Odessa or the Permian Basin, or because the ownership group may have business 
interests outside of the area, that they do not care.  Considering Zackery Bugg, himself operates 
businesses in other areas of the State, he should know that owning a business in other cities does not 
lessen Odessa/West Texas pride.  This organization and the ownership group are deeply invested in 
the people of this community and the relationships that have been established.  Everyday this 
organization will continue to strive to make our community a better place to live, raise a family, and 
do business in.  Speaking with the ownership group, this point is particularly upsetting due to the 
multiple conversations had with Zackery Bugg about how to make a bigger impact in areas we were 
already serving, and how we could have an impact in the community outside of those areas.   
 
 It was our understanding that both parties would have a mutual parting and not make a public 
spectacle that would be detrimental to the team.  Clearly, the organization was incorrect in that 
assumption and was caught off-guard, which is the reason for the delay in responding to the Friday 
release.  Thank you to the people of Odessa and the Permian Basin for supporting us and continuing 
to support the organization.  We look forward to a great 2023 season and beyond in the NAL!    
 
Sincerely,  
 
West Texas Warbirds Organization 
 
 
For further inquiries please contact the Warbirds offices at 432-653-4509 


